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Rewilding the Heart of California



Central Valley Communities

40M people
$3.89T GDP



This is one large watershed



Central Valley Historical Ecology

“When California was 
wild, it was the floweriest 
part of the continent.” 
John Muir











Bear River and 
Feather River 
downstream of 
Marysville

Three River Levee Improvement Agency



Hydraulic Roughness



Water Surface Elevation



Levee Freeboard



Wind-wave buffer



Funder meeting













It was among the strongest feelings of grief I have ever encountered. The 
contrast between the vicious coldness of space and the warm nurturing of 

Earth below filled me with overwhelming sadness.  Every day, we are 
confronted with the knowledge of further destruction of Earth at our hands: 
the extinction of animal species, of flora and fauna… things that took five 
billion years to evolve, and suddenly we will never see them again because 

of the interference of mankind. It filled me with dread. My trip to space 
was supposed to be a celebration; instead, it felt like a funeral.

Can you attribute this quote?

~William Shattner
2021











Apprehending the imminent beauty of a successful restoration project is a transformative revelation. The 
clarion call effect of this experience floods my heart, presenting an actionable model of just how beautiful 
the future can be.

Obi Kaufmann
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